[image: image1.png]Roanoke Valley

ﬂ‘.

..... B Cool Cities

Coalition

Working together for smart, clean energy



[image: image2.jpg]1
J
ROANOKE
REGIONAL
CHAMBER OF

COMMERCE



Cool Green Biz
Program details 
The COOL GREEN BIZ program offers recognition to members of the Roanoke Regional Chamber of Commerce who have demonstrated a commitment to sustainability by adopting practices that reduce waste, promote clean air & water, conserve natural resources, enhance the quality of life for employees, customers, & neighbors, and reduce emissions of greenhouse gases.
Application process:

· Fill out the application, which has basic information about your entity and a statement of support and understanding about the program.  You may complete an application for an individual location or multiple locations (specify on the application form all locations to which the application applies).  If you specify multiple locations, your answers should apply to all locations.  Each application will be subject to a fee of $100, payable to Roanoke Regional Chamber of Commerce.
· Complete the checklist
· This document, the application form, and the checklist are all available on the Roanoke Regional Chamber of Commerce web site at: http://www.roanokechamber.org/issues_actions/CoolGreenBiz.html 
· Checklist Instructions:

· Answer each item “YES” or “NO”.  Certain items are classified as “CRITICAL.” These items are in bold italic typeface with shaded background.  It is expected that qualified applicants will answer “YES” to all of these items, unless there is a compelling business or technical reason, which should be explained in the additional information (see below). For the other items in each category, the number of “YES” answers will be used to determine your score.  NOTE: If this application is for a business operated out of your home, you should relate to your entire property, not just that part you use for your business. 
· If you enclose additional information to explain your answers (required on some items), put “YES” in the box under the column heading “Add’l Info” and enclose or forward the document(s) with your application.

· Recent? (Optional) – If you answered “YES” to an item and this is something you have implemented within the past six months, enter “YES” in the box under the column heading “Recent?”  This information will provide us data about the changes that have resulted from a higher awareness of good sustainability practices, but it will not affect your score.

· Future (Optional) – If you answer “NO” on an item, but you plan to implement it in the future, you can so indicate by putting “YES” under the “Future” column.  This will not affect your score, but it will give you a tool for planning future enhancements and for tracking your progress and it will give us valuable information to analyze trends.

· Up to 10 additional points may be awarded for extraordinary or unique actions you have taken that are beneficial to the environment.  Include documentation supporting such additional credit.  Consider actions that are unique to your firm or industry, sustainability initiatives that are not covered by the checklist, participation in community sustainability or environmental projects, and significant process improvements that have reduced energy use, waste, or pollution.


· After completing the application, send it along with the $100 application fee, payable to Roanoke Regional Chamber of Commerce, 210 S. Jefferson St., Roanoke, VA 24011-1702, or if submitting electronically, email application and supporting documents to rvccc@comcast.net and remit payment to the address above.
Evaluation Process:
· Applications will be reviewed by Roanoke Valley Cool Cities Coalition, a local non-profit environmental group that is helping the Chamber administer this program. This review may include a scheduled visit to your site to confirm or inquire about some of your responses to the checklist.  Applicants will receive a written evaluation explaining their score, award of extra points, and recommendations for future actions.
· The scores required for certification are:

· Level 1 will be awarded to all applicants who answer affirmatively to at least 17 of the Critical items, and score a total of 45 to 54 points including all numbered items, and possible extra points for documentation of additional or extraordinary information. 
· Level 2 - at least 17 the Critical items and a total score of 55 – 69.
· Level 3 - all of the Critical items and a total score of 70 or higher.

· Applicants who attain fewer than the required number of Critical items will be downgraded one or more levels commensurate with the number of missing Critical items.

· Applicants who qualify will receive a window sticker for their place of business (additional stickers will be provided for members who include multiple locations in their application).  Qualified applicants will be recognized in Chamber publications, directories, and other venues.

· Certification will be for a term of three years from the date of approval.  At the end of that period, members may apply for re-certification.  If, during that three-year period certified members believe they may qualify for a higher level of recognition, they may submit a request for upgrade directly to Roanoke Valley Cool Cities Coalition and an updated checklist. There is a $50 application fee for an upgrade request, payable to Roanoke Valley Cool Cities Coalition.

· Since best practices and technologies are constantly changing, the checklist and scoring rules will be adjusted from time to time.  Applications for upgrade or re-certification will be subject to the standards in place at the time they are submitted.

· Applicants who do not qualify for certification may resubmit their application and checklist for reconsideration up to one year from the original application date at no additional cost.

· If you have questions about this process, you may contact Roanoke Valley Cool Cities Coalition by telephone at (540)387-0930 or email rvccc@comcast.net.







