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Coalition for Chemical Safety to Ensure Fair Reform in Virginia Chemical Industry

Federal reform needed to protect jobs, innovation in Commonwealth industry that employs more than 16,000

RICHMOND – The Coalition for Chemical Safety launched nationwide and in Virginia today, a non-profit, non-partisan group that has joined together to support modernization of the nation’s system for regulating the use of chemicals while preserving jobs and innovation.

“Modernizing the federal law regulating chemicals is important for the safety of all Americans, whether at home, school, or in the workplace.  Misguided reform of the chemical industry could have an adverse effect on scores of businesses, from agriculture to alternative energy to mining and healthcare and even retail stores,” said Joe Householder, Executive Director of the Coalition for Chemical Safety.  “We must balance the need for reform to make sure our nation’s industries have the capabilities to compete in the global marketplace, and that their operations are not substantially affected because of improper bans or unnecessary changes to the law.” 
Passed in 1976, the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) gave the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) authority to oversee chemical safety in the United States. Since that time, the ability of science to measure the impact of chemicals on human health and the environment has advanced significantly. The outdated chemical regulatory system established by TSCA simply has not kept pace with scientific advances.
 
The Coalition for Chemical Safety believes that the EPA should be able to use the best, most current science to accurately determine the safety of chemicals, and industry should be an active partner in this process. The EPA should also be provided with sufficient resources for accessing and using up-to-date science and technology to evaluate chemicals and establish fair, consistent rules to ensure their safe use. Any reform of TSCA should be based on sound science, protect public safety, promote innovation and preserve American jobs.

The chemical industry plays a significant role in Virginia’s economy. Taken as a whole, the industry employs 16,364 people in the Commonwealth, and indirectly supports 38,730 jobs created in support of the chemical industry.  Chemical jobs are high-paying, with the average industry wage at $67,046 – 40 percent higher than other manufacturing wages in the state.
The Coalition for Chemical Safety in Virginia continues to grow and includes the Virginia Retail Merchants Association, Virginia Biotechnology Association, Virginia Chamber of Commerce, Greater Richmond Chamber, Hampton Roads Chamber of Commerce, Virginia Peninsula Chamber of Commerce, Virginia Coal Association, Dodson Bros. Exterminating Co., Virginia Ready-Mixed Concrete Association, Virginia Agribusiness Council and the Roanoke Regional Chamber of Commerce.

“The Roanoke Valley is anchored by one of the largest healthcare and life-sciences industries in the state, so it is imperative that as the Roanoke Region pushes the limits of chemical engineering, our nation’s laws reflect improvements in science and technology,” said Tori Williams, Assistant Vice President of Public Policy and Administration at the Roanoke Regional Chamber.
“As Virginia and the Hampton Roads area look to develop alternative sources of energy and keep up with our low-cost Asian manufacturers, chemical laws must be balanced – not too lax for safety’s sake, but not too stringent for competition’s sake – in order to give domestic companies a fighting chance against overseas rivals,” said Ira Agricola, Senior Vice President and Director, Hampton Roads Chamber of Commerce.
“Central Virginia’s business climate remains strong, but there is no doubt that we have felt the shockwaves of the recession.  The last thing that we need in the Richmond area is for our chemical, life science, and manufacturing industries suffer further because of misguided federal reform,” said Rob Bradham, Senior Vice President with the Greater Richmond Chamber.
“The bioscience industry is creating the sort of 21st century jobs that will help grow Virginia’s economy,” said Mark Herzog, Executive Director of the Virginia Biotechnology Association. “Since this is an industry that relies heavily on the use of a variety of chemical compounds, it is critically important that reform of our nation’s chemical safety laws are done in a prudent balanced fashion.” 

The Virginia State Police joined the Virginia Coalition for Chemical Safety to ensure that state troopers have access to the very best safety equipment available.  

“This life-saving equipment depends heavily on advanced chemical engineering,” said M. Wayne Huggins, Executive Director of VSPA. “We must work together to ensure that our chemical safety laws protect the public health and promote the sorts of innovation that will yield the next generation of safety equipment.”
The Coalition for Chemical Safety in Virginia is partnered with the national Coalition for Chemical Safety, which is based in Washington, D.C. Members of the national Coalition include more than 150 individuals and organizations, including the American Chemistry Council (ACC), The Fertilizer Institute, and others. The Coalition for Chemical Safety can be found on the Web at www.coalitionforchemsafety.com. 
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