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HOME INSTEAD SENIOR CARE NAMED 
REGION’S SMALL BUSINESS  OF THE YEAR

Uniqueness of Services and Community Involvement Earn Company Award
The Roanoke Regional Chamber of Commerce and Roanoke Regional Small Business Development Center have named Home Instead Senior Care the 2009 Small Business of the Year.  The provider of nonmedical care services to seniors was recognized at the Chamber’s 23rd Annual Small Business Awards dinner held October 1 at The Hotel Roanoke & Conference Center with an attendance of nearly 530.  The annual awards showcase the accomplishments of the small business sector which is composed of 99 percent of the area’s business community.

Home Instead Senior Care is the Roanoke Valley’s trusted source for nonmedical companionship, housekeeping, and personal care services to seniors. These services allow seniors to live safely and independently in their own homes for longer periods of time. Chris and Betsy Head opened the independently owned and operated franchise in 2001. Sales have grown an impressive 432 percent since the first year of operation. The home care provider serves over 125 clients and employs over 130 full and part-time caregivers.
“This year’s competition was one of the toughest,” said Joyce Waugh, president of the Roanoke Regional Chamber of Commerce. “The selection committee agonized over many outstanding companies.”
Waugh continued, “The Small Business Awards selection committee was impressed with Home Instead Senior Care’s solid business plan and how they encourage their employees to get involved in the communities where they live.”   A committee of local business people evaluates nominees in terms of increased sales, employee growth, staying power, innovativeness, and contributions to the community.  To be eligible, companies must meet SBA small business standards and be at least three years old.
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Award winners by category are:
· Small Business Advocate: Lynda McNutt Foster, director, FastTraining.org. 
· Small Business Veteran of the Year: Charles R. Allen, Jr., Attorney at Law

· Construction/Real Estate: Hughes Associates Architects provides planning and design services for residential, commercial and industrial facilities.
· Manufacturing: M&W Fire Apparatus, a licensed vehicle manufacturer of stock and custom-built fire apparatus and emergency vehicles for fire and rescue organizations.
· Micro-Business: Anstey Hodge Advertising is a full-service advertising firm offering a wide range of marketing and public relation services.
· Technology:  Interactive Achievement is an educational software company that creates and supports assessment and testing software for school districts in Virginia and North Carolina.
· Business-to-Business Services:  The Renick Group provides quality and fairly priced professional recruiting services to organizations seeking upper and middle management positions.
· Business-to-Consumer Services: Home Instead Senior Care.
· Wholesale/Retail: Burris Computer Forms® - the Print-on-Demand Forms Company – provides forms for 3,500 businesses, universities, governments and non-profit agencies.
· Legacy Award:  Blue Ridge Beverage Co. was founded in 1938 and distributes a wide variety of malt beverages, fine wines and soft drinks to 4,900 retail customers.
· Not-For-Profit Arts & Culture: The Taubman Museum of Art showcases American, modern and contemporary art, and national and international art exhibits.
· Not-For-Profit Health & Human Services: Rescue Mission Ministries extends a helping hand to the homeless by offering emergency shelter, case management, residential recovery programs, meals, an on-site free clinic, and educational assistance.
Previous small business of the year winners include Virginia Prosthetics (2008), Luna Innovations (2007), Blue Ridge Medical Imaging (2006), Plastics One (2005), Virginia Furniture Market (2004), R & K Engineering (2003), Corned Beef & Company (2002), and Lanford Brothers Company (2001).  The Roanoke Regional Chamber and Roanoke Regional Small Business Development Center present the annual Small Business Awards. 

The Roanoke Regional Chamber of Commerce, established in 1889, has more than 1,200 member firms.  The Chamber serves its members with advocacy, networking, information, and business assistance programs that maintain a strong business climate in the Greater Roanoke Region.
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